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Singer aims to woo wife

see the Nutcracker

bridportnews.co.uk

LOVE IS ONTHE AIR

WIN SHOWTICKETS 

INSIDE: FREE rose for every reader ● 2 for 1 tickets to the theatre

SAVE CENTRE
HEALTH watchdogs this weekoutlined a myriad of communi-ty uses for Bridport’s formermedical centre.The move follows a second bid by own-ers MedCentres to demolish the buildingin North Allington.They want permission to build 11upmarket homes on a site they claim hasno uses for the community.But Gavin Maxwell, health convenor ofthe Bridport and Lyme Bay HealthAlliance has – after extensive consulta-tion – produced a report on health serv-ices and facilities in the town outliningthe  uses the building could be put to.These include:

● relocating mental health servicesbased at Bridport Community Hospital● relocating the drug and alcoholabuse service from the top floor of thecouncil offices in Bridport● moving voluntary organisations onto the site, including the Joseph WeldHospice which wants to provide day careservices in Bridport.

Mr Maxwell says his report  presents apowerful case for the retention of thebuilding for NHS use.
He said: “We could probably fill it threetimes over.
“There is a parallel view that it shouldbe retained for community uses but Ihave not addressed that because myinterest is primarily in health.“Also the issue with community use iswhere is the money going to come from?That is the advantage of retaining itwithin the NHS with its ‘payment byresults’ system.“If you are ‘selling’ a service topatients you get money, that is what ishappening in the local NHS and govern-ment policy and it wants to bring servic-es closer to where people live.”The alliance will be meeting WestDorset District Council within the nextfew days to discuss it.

He said: “People using drug and alco-
hol and abuse services have to go up twoflights for stairs on the fire escape underthe full public view of residents and vis-

itors enjoying Mountfield MillenniumGardens which is wholly inappropriateand degrading to those who use it.”Mr Maxwell added that the shift inNHS thinking was to relocate services towhere people live to free up space inacute hospitals like Dorset CountyHospital.
But those services could not necessari-

ly be accommodated at Bridport
Community Hospital which, accordingto matron Cara Southgate, had alreadyexhausted all its options for expansionon the site and was already under pres-

sure to meet its existing commitments.It was also understood, he said, that anew dental practice is to be commis-
Turn to Page 3

WATCHDOG BIDS TO 

SALWAY ASH childrenthis week followed inthe footsteps of one ofBridport’s famous sons.Contemporary artistDarrell Wakelam isvisiting West Dorsetprimary schools toinspire pupils to createtheir own works of artin the mould of FraNewbery.
The children produceda large collage in a goldframe that was based onone of Newbery’sfamous works hangingin Bridport Town Hall.The original paintingdepicts Henry VIIIvisiting West Bay eventhough the Tudor king

never actually visitedthe town.
Pupils based theirwork on the currentqueen of Englandvisiting Salway Ash andproduced a stunningcollage.

Beverley Bell, teacherfor Years 1 and 2 and theschool’s art co-ordinator,said around 30 childrenenjoyed the event,which is part of amonth long celebrationof the artist’s workcalled The Fra NewberyTrail.
● Picture shows theyoungsters creating acollage Fra Newbery-style.

Fra collage is
fit for a queen

By RENE GERRYTS Myriad of uses to preventdemolition of ex-NHS site

CARPETSSELECTSELECT
CARPETS

• SIT BACK, relax, putyour feet up andchoose a carpet,vinyl or laminateflooring away fromthe crush of the highstreet ...You can withCarpets Select ... thecarpet store thatcomes to your door!
• With over 45 years combined experience Steve Wheller
and John Cropp are sure to meet all your flooring needs.

• As members of the Guild of Master Craftsmen Carpets
Select pride themselves as being able to provide both
quality workmanship and outstanding service, as well as
extremely competitive prices.• Call Steve or John the Master Craftsmen of
the carpet world.

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

01308 863000

The Bridport & Lyme Regis News series is dedicated to the area surrounding 
Bridport, Beaminster & Lyme Regis with an average weekly readership of 
27,425.** Fourteen successive circulation rises confi rm that more people than 
ever before now buy the Bridport News / Lyme Regis News every week - testimony 
to the paper’s popularity and potential to deliver your advertising message.
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